WHITLEY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT
April 5, 2011
The Whitley County Redevelopment Commission met Tuesday, April 5, 2011 in the Commissioner’s Room located on the first floor of the Whitley County Government Center.  In attendance were Chairman William Overdeer, Vice Chairman James Argerbright, Secretary Michael D. Schrader, Tom Rethlake and Frank Kessler, Brooks Langeloh.  Also in attendance were Alan Tio, Andy Boxberger, Otto Boschett, Bob Barkely, Gary Gushard from Imaging Office Systems, Don Wood and Scott Brown from80/20 Inc, and Dave Koenig Region III-A  The minutes were recorded by Auditor Jen McGuire.  Chairman Overdeer called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.

IN THE MATTER OF PREVIOUS MINUTES AND VENDOR CLAIMS: The minutes of March 8, 2011 were approved with a motion from Schrader seconded by Kessler and carried with a 5/0 vote and the vendor claims from the last meeting March 8, 2011 till April 4, 2011 were reviewed and a motion to approved was given by Rethlake, seconded by Kessler. A brief discussion to make a list of the claims approved between the Redevelopment and Bonds Loans go out in the packets for review before the meeting giving a total paid out of both accounts for the Board. 
IN THE MATTER OF 80/20 ABATEMENT: Alan Tio from EDC came before Redevelopment with Don Woods from 80/20 to request a new ten year abatement for the fourth expansion at the plant. 80/20 with be expanding 90,000 square feet at a cost of $9.4 million investment and adding up to 110 new jobs by 2014 to the area.  80/20 has been in Whitley County for 14 years and continues to grow and prosper. After discussion of the history of business a motion to approve the abatement Resolution #2011-02 for ten years was made by Rethlake, seconded by Argerbright and carried with a 5/0 vote.
IN THE MATTER OF IMAGING OFFICE SYSTEM ABATEMENT: The next abatement request before the board was from Imaging Office Systems, Inc, they are expanding its document scanning capabilities, adding six additional employees and creating a second shift, the company has been in Whitley for six years.  The main investment for this abatement was IT equipment to focus on upgrading to help secure more orders and higher volume of document scanning and processing.  After discussion a motion was made by Argerbright, seconded by Schrader and carried with a 5/0 vote to allow the ten year abatement Resolution #2011-03.

IN THE MATTER OF RAIL CONNECT BUSINESS PARK:  The property appraisals have come back and it was discussed what the best options where in selling the remaining property at the park and recouping the cost of making the area site ready.  List price of the parcels shall not be less than the average of the two appraisals. The entire piece of property is for sale or it can be split into two parcels.  After discussion on the expenses, the board came up with a price of $30,000 an acre for the ground. A motion was made by Rethlake, seconded by Schrader to go ahead with the sell of the ground at $30,000 an acre the motion carried with a 5/0 vote. 
IN OTHER MATTERS: Sign request for quotes for the new Rail Connect park, discussion of looking into a solar powered sign for the location at the highway instead of running electrical to the site.  A motion was made by Argerbright, seconded by Kessler to get three quotes on the two signs for the new park.  Argerbright wanted to make sure to use a local business if possible. Andy Boxberger brought up the Farm Lease and that he did not have a signed copy of the agreement.  The need for additional fill dirt was going to be needed on the project and what portion of the already planted ground was going to be used. Argerbright will get with the farmer and get an agreement in writing for the Farm Lease.
There being no further business or public comment, the meeting was adjourned.
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