
Whitley County Disaster Emergency DKllfJtion OrdlnanCI 

Whitley County Board of Commissioners,ORDINANCE NO 2012'{}2, An Ordinance addressi'lg local 
Disaster Emergency Oedal<loons and Travel Advisories 

WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners 01 Whitley County fBoard') pre'viOusly adopted 
Ordinance No 2012.{}2 v.nlch was adopted for !he plJlpOSe 01 declaring ~ather related emergencies in 
Whitley County, Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, His the intent of this Ordinance to pro:ect the health and weB being of ourdtlzens, to 
keep residenls inlooned of Significant weather related county road conditions, to facilitate the passage 01 
essential emergency vehicles OIl oounty roads and higl\\wys in limes of weather emergencies by 
minimtzing the numberof slalled and abandoned vehicles. to assisl the county highway departmenl in 
clearing the county roadways by eliminaling stranded vehicles and to amend the existing ordinance in view 
of the eoactmenl of IC 10.14-3-29,5; and 

WHEREAS, uflder Ie 10-14-3-29, it is the dutyol the pMcipal execuUve officer 01 each Indiana 
politiCal subdivision to determine ...,hen HShall become necessary 10 dedare a w l dIsastef emergency fof 
said politiCal subdivision to acUvale the feS!X)IlSe and Il!COvery aspects of au applicable dIsastef emergency 
ptans, to authorize the furnishing 01 aid and assistance under slJCh plans and to issue any necessary local 
travel ad~ in 8<X:OfdiJl'lOO -Mth IC 10-14-3-29,5, 

BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED BY THE BOARD THAT: 

Section I , TItII 
This ordinance shanbe knOwn as the Local Disaster Emergency Oedarallon Ofdinance of Whilley 

County,lnd!ana and shaDapply 10 all roads, highways or right.()!-way maintained by thecounty highway 
departmenl r Roads') Themanda!ory Pfovisionsof theordinance and of any Local Oisas!er Emergency 
issued pursuant 10 the ordinance,lldudlng the prohibilions on travel and the penalties for YioIaUng those 
prohibitioos shaD no! apply to streets ma:ntained by aCity or town v.ithin tI'oa county nor to astate h'ghway 
malntained by the IndianaDepartment 01 Transportation nor to afederallnlersta:ehighway situated within 
the counly_ 

s.tllon 2, Procedure 
The Board, after consu ltation v.i!h: 

a The Counly Emergency Managementl Homeland Security Direclor, 
b, The County Sheriff; 
c, The County Highway Superintendent 

~ ava~ab!e , orthe respecUve representative designated by each as the pe!$Of1 to consult i1 hislher absence 
lor !he purpose of I9COfTImOnding ae"edaratOn of k>caI disasleremergency, may declare alocal disaster 
emergency I'hlic!l may also contain a 'Warning lever travel advisory by executive order when, in the 
Board's ~ment by majority rule, such order would be appropriate uflder Ie 10.14-3-29 and in the besl 
interest 01 the public safety and ~llare 01 the lesidents of 'h'hitley County, Illdiana 
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II on~ one member of the Board is available to sign thedeclaration of local disaster emergency, 
he/she can dedare a local disa5ler eme~ ~ he Of she has oblairll!d and documenled the verbal or 
written concurrence 01 at leaslooe other board membef. 

II, with or without the issuance of adedcualion of local disaster emergency, the Board or the 
Emergency Management Agency Director determines thai conditions requinl an 'Advisory" or 'Walch' level 
of tmel advisory, the Board, by majority rule or the Emergency Management Agency Director, UfXll1 written 
notice 10 the Board may issue M 'advisofy' or a 'walch' travel advisoty level. 

Pu~uanl to Ie 10-14·3-29.5, a 'warning' level travel ad'lisoly may be issued only after or as a part 
of adeclaration of local disaster emergency. Such eme!geocy shall continue in effed unli the above 
mentioned Board membefs andlor Officials or their respective designees whO cledll!ed !he emergenc::y 
thereaitef determine an emergency no Iongef exists and terminate the emergency ord&r. 

The Board may declare a'warning' level travel advisory upon itsdetermlnalion IIlat the conditions 
are appropriate for the issuallCe of a local disaster emergency under Ie 10-14-3-29, and the further 
deten'Malion thai the criteria set forth in Se®n 3, below, have been met: 

Section 3. local Travel AdYisories 
A lOcal travel advisory shal be cledared in accordance with Ie 1(}.14-3-29.5 and this ordinance. 

The purpose 01 a local travel advisory is to keep the residenrsof Whitley County,lndiana informed of the 
wea!hef and county road conclitions, and to assist County Highway Department in the dearing of the county 
roadways by etminating stranded vehicles: 

3.1 AdYl,ory l evel Travel Advi$ory 
This level may be declared....nenroutine travel or activities may be reslric!ed in areas of 

the county because of a hazardous situatJOn; citizens should use CiJuOOn or avoid these Bleas. 
Schools and businesses may beg in to implement their emergency action fJlans. 

3.2 W~tth level Travel Advisory 
This level may be declared When conditions are thn!atenlng to the sa!ety of the public. 

On~ essential travel is recommended ~.e.1O and!rom wort. emergency SlNations,etc.). At this 
level,emergency action piMS shouk! be implemented by businesses, WIOOIs,government 
agencies and other organizalioos. 

3.3 Warning Level Trlv,l Advisory 
This level may be cledared....ten roads have become mpassable and the County Highway 

Depanmem is not able to keep the roadways cleared due to erueme weathermnditioos such as a 
severe snowlaU, high drifts Of bliuard like conditions are present Travel may be restriCted to 
emergency response workers ONLY and essential emergency travel by membe~ of the pubtic as 
the Board may furthef direct, sllCh as priva:ely employed health care worker!. Further res:riclions 
that the Board deemsnecessary may be included within the local disaster declaration. 
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~tion 4. Publ ication 
Any order or Pfodamation dedaring,continuing, or terminating a local disaster emergency shall be 

given prompt and general pubflCity and shall be filed promptly in the office 01 thedef1<. of the political 
subdivision pursuant to IC 10-14-J..22(b)(2). Publication and broildcast of an Advisory,Watch or Warning 
levet Travel advisory shanbe made or caused to be made by the Board or other officials designating the 
level of travel advisory using a press release to all law enforcement agencies fire departments, ~tals 

and news media in the county. The declaration shall be promptly forwarded to the Indiana Department of 
Homeland Security and shall be kept on ~ by the Whitley County Emergency Management 
AgencylUe~rtment 01 Homeland SeoJrity, County Clerl< and County Auditor. 

SUlion 5. Exemptions 
Vehicles which shalt be exempt from the travel and par1ting restrictionsimposed i1 a travel advisory 

pursuant to this Ordmance shall Include medical assistance,l;rNenforcement, fire department emergency 
management. public utitity, and fuel haubng veI'Iicles, and employees of any of the above exempt services, 
if engaged in perlorming their respective duties.Anyother ...ehiaes violating this Ordinance or any of the 
parl<ing res!flCtlOnS contailed in local declaration 01 disasler emergency or a 'warnilg' travel advisoty are 
subject 10 removal by towirog or other means at the expense 01 the OVoller of the veI'IicIe,when such towing 
and/¢( removal is deemed necessary by aduly authorized representative of any one or more of the 
following: the County Highway Department the County Sheriff's Department, a Stale Conservation Officer, 
or the IndianaSla~e Police. 

Sectlon 6. Pen.,tl" 
Any persons violating any provisions of thIS ordinanre or the vehicle use or parXing restrictions 

contained in a local declaration of disasler emef98llCY or a 'waming'lI'avel advisofy shall be guilty of the 
commis5ion 01 an infraction and may be fined any sum flOl 10 exceed $100.00 and svch sha~ be 
enforceable in any court 01 law,d~1y authorized by Indiana state law, and in addition 10 such line the court 
shall be authorized to d1ec1 the vioIalCl' to rep<ry the County any monetary losses or expenses incurred In 
the inckIent 

SKtion 1, Repeal 01 Prior Ordinante 
The prior local disaster emergerl(:y ordinance, Ordinance N~mber 2C()8.{)11S hereby repea:ed as 

of the effective date of th[s ordinance. 
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Signed and approved on this 6" day of February, 2012 by a majority vote UJXIIl first reading. 

Board of Commissioners of Whitley County 

Anest 

~I 
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